Running Head: THE ARAB LEAGUE		1

THE ARAB LEAGUE		3

[bookmark: _GoBack]




The Arab League
Institution
Name
Course









The Arab League formerly known as the League of Arab States was formed by six Arab speaking countries on March 22, 1945. The founding states were Syria, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Egypt. On May 5, Yemen joined as a member of the Arab League (Toffolo, 2008).  Currently, Arab League comprises of twenty-two members nations, some of the countries are Sudan, Morocco, Somalia, Yemen, and Oman among others. However, Yemen membership was suspended in November 2011, because of government repression during the Syrian Civil War. The Arab League was formed with the main goal of improving the relationship between the Arab speaking nations. The improvement of the relationship between the nations would hence lead to coordination and collaboration between the nations and safeguard the nation's sovereignty and independence.
The Arab League's other aims were to strengthen and coordinate the social, economic, cultural and political programs of its member states and to resolve conflicts among them without any foreign aid.  Initially, the Arab League put much of its resources and efforts mainly towards social, cultural and economic programs. In 1964, the league formed the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization.
The league is a political organization formed by the specking Arab nations which try to assists in integrating its members economically and resolving conflicts that involve its member states without involving any third party or asking for assistance from foreign nations. The principle of an Arab Homeland was endorsed by the Charter of the Arab League while respecting the sovereignty of the individual member nations (Toffolo, 2008).  There has been the formation of the Council of the League and committees. The governance of the League was based on the duality of supra-national institutions and the sovereignty of the member states. The individual states were left to be making their decision and governance due to the ruling elites did not want to lose their power. Despite the Arab League trying to bring the Arab nations together, influence by external powers, the feuds among the Arabs and Arab nationalism have been seen as obstacles towards the bringing together of the Arabic speaking nations. During a summit held in Cairo, which happens to be the headquarters of the League, the representation of the Palestinians people was initiated with the first Palestinian National Council held in Jerusalem in 1964 (International, 2007). In 2002, March, the Arab League initiated a campaign for a peace treaty for the Arab-Israel conflict. The agreement was put in such a way that, Israel was to abandon all occupied territories to recognize the Palestinian independence in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. My thoughts concerning the peace treaties that have been signed by the Arab nations that have been involved in a conflict with each other have not yet yielded a substantial result. For instance, the conflict involving both the Israelites and the Palestinians need to revisit. The member countries have appeared to differ on issues like involving the foreign nations in solving the conflicts. Another conflict is that in Syria, they reached an agreement with the Syrian government to end the war (International, 2007). However, in less than two weeks, the Syrian forces have been reported to have continued killing protesters in spite of the agreement that had been reached earlier on with the Arab League.
The Arab nations are known to be in possession of large deposits of natural gas and enormous volumes of oil. Another industry that has developed is the telecommunications industry; it has experienced high growth rate. There are telecommunication firms such as Orascom and Etisalat that have in less than a decade managed to come into light in the globe arena regarding competition. With that said, there has been a low impact from the economic initiatives that have been started by the Arab League compared to those initiated by the small Arab Organizations like the Gulf Cooperation Council. The GCC has started the Arab Gas Pipeline which will be transporting gas from Iraq and Egypt to Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan. The Arab League also has fertile lands found in the Sothern parts of Sudan. It is in this region that they grow food stuff that is used to feed the Arab countries. However, it cannot sustain the supply of food to the whole Arab world. They supplement it by importing food and other crops from foreign nations. The tourism industry has also done well in the Arab World with Jordan, Tunisia, Lebanon, UAE, and Egypt in the lead. But the economic achievements by the League have been low compared to the ones that have been initiated by the small Arab Organizations such as the GCC. However, the League has recently initiated economic projects that it has referred to as major Economic projects, which are promising once they are completed (Toffolo, 2008). I think the Arab League must be having factors that are acting as obstacles towards reaching its economic aspirations. Among the obstacles that it might have been facing is that of political instability in its member countries such as Syria. It needs to sort the instability that has reined in its member states so that it can pave the way for economic development. 
The Arab League has also put efforts in developing the transport sector within its member states. The League is divided into five parts, the Near East and the Arabian Peninsula connected by railways, roads, sea, and air. The other part is that of Sudan and Egypt, referred to as the Nile Valley. The two nations are have kicked off efforts that are aimed at improving the River Nile's navigation.  Once this is effected, trading and transport within the area will be improved significantly. The two nations have also started to build a railway system that will connect both Wadi Halfa and Abu Simbei in Sudan and Egypt respectively (International, 2007). The third section of the transport achievement is a three thousand kilometer stretch that runs from Morocco to Tripoli in Libya. The fourth section is the distance that separates the Horn of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula where Osama Bin Laden's brother Tarik Bin Laden has initiated the bridge that will connect the two regions. The project has been pushed for so that the region can improve on the trade that used to be carried out in the past. There is a country that is isolated from the rest of the League's members, that is, Comoros. This is where the last division is to be initiated. However, the country still conducts trade with the other Arab League members (Burdett, 1995). My thought is that the Arab League might have failed to achieve its economic goals simply because of the lack of proper transport sector. Transport is a major player in promoting trade within any region. This is the reason as to why the Arab League has put in place plans to have the member states interconnected.
The Arab League has been functioning without a joint military team. However, in 1950, the League established a Joint Defence Council of the League as one among the league's Institutions. The league has got no military force like the ones belonging to the European Union and the United Nations. But during 2007 summit, the leaders who were present agreed to reactivate the League's joint defense and established a peacekeeping force that it sent to the member nations that it considered to be experiencing political instability such as Iraq, Lebanon, and Darfur among other member states. I think that the League needs to direct more efforts towards dealing with political unrest within the member states such as Syria among others. There is a need to have political stability if the nations need to witness prosperity in the nation's economy.
The Arab region has the Pan Arab Games which is seen as the biggest Arab sporting event.  It brings together all Arab countries to take part in the various sports. They have a body referred to as the Union of Arab Football Associations that is tasked with organizing the national teams. The games that are played include swimming, handball, and tennis among other games (Burdett, 1995). In my opinion, games are thought as part of things that can bring people together.  Due to this fact, the organizers should also be sensitizing the participants of the benefits of living with each in piece irrespective of their nationality. As they go back they should also be seen as ambassadors of peace; they should preach peace to their nations when they go back.
The nations have experienced advancement in the education sector with the leading part being the Persian Gulf. This growth has been attributed to the oil boom that the area experience, enabling more learning institutions such as schools and universities to be set up.  The country that is leading regarding literacy is Qatar with a rate of 97.3 followed by Palestine with 96.5 (Toffolo, 2008). I think that the low development in the education sector has been due to the political instability in most of the member nations of the Arab League. There is a need to ensure political instability so that the literacy in the member nations can be improved.
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